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INTRODUCTION 
• When was last time you were scared of the dark? 

o Kids, perhaps it was recently… 
§ Don’t like feeling of lying in bed at night… 
§ Makes you feel nervous and a little afraid à Don’t be embarrassed about that. 

o Adults, perhaps it was more recently than you’d like to admit. 
§ When home alone one night, pulling trash out… 
§ Remember running 10K in middle of night during 24-hour relay race à Something 

beautiful about it but something eerie too… 
Darkness makes most of us feel vulnerable/little bit afraid. 

• Passage today deals with the darkness: 
o But hidden in its shadows we’ll see grace. 
o Kids/Adults à We’re all going to learn we don’t need to be afraid. 

 
Transition: Let’s “see in the dark” by considering: 1) STORY of the darkness; and 2) 
SIGNIFICANCE of the darkness. 
 
1. THE STORY OF THE DARKNESS1 
STATE: V33: And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until 
the ninth hour. 
 
Jesus brought LIGHT everywhere he went. 
• Creation: Nothing but darkness over face of deep until God – through Jesus – said: “Let 

there be light,” and there was light (Gen 1:3). 
• Prophets: Speak of Jesus as that great light who will shine into our darkness (Isa 9:2). 
• Birth: Star led the way à Stillness of dark Bethlehem sky was shattered as angels appear 

and glory of Lord shone all around (Lk 2:9). 
• In His Life: Jesus described as: 

o Life that will be the light of men (Jn 1:4). 
o True light which gives light to everyone (Jn 1:9). 
o Very light of the world (Jn 8:12). 

• Transfiguration: Saw his face shine like sun/clothes became white as light (Mt 17:2). 
 
But then, as he nears the cross, DARKNESS becomes the theme. 
• Major events leading up to his crucifixion take place at night. 
• He’s betrayed, tried, denied in darkness. 

 
And then, as hangs on the CROSS, darkness finally consumes him. 
• He hangs on cross for 3 hrs à Thick darkness descends/blankets whole land for 3 hrs more. 
• Haunting and unforgettable experience: What must have it been like to be there? 

o Sixth hour = NOON: Midday sun is beating down… 
o Suddenly a fearful darkness envelops them all. 
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ILLUSTRATE: 
• Darkness has a powerful impact on us. 

o Think even of being in a POWER OUTAGE. 
§ Storm brewed for a while and now it’s upon you. 
§ Lights give that ominous flicker then all goes black – pitch black. 

o Do you remember how it felt as a child? Nervous, uncertain, unsure. 
LET’S REMEMBER TOGETHER… YOU READY? [Sanctuary lights go off.] 

• Came across the story this week of Ernest Shackleton, the British explorer.2 
o 1914 he/crew sailed to Antarctica. 

§ Plan = land, walk across over South Pole. 
§ Plan abandoned when ship, the Endurance, got caught/crushed in polar ice. 

o Over following months, Shackleton’s crew fought to survive. 
o One of Shackleton’s biographers says that of all difficulties faced – starvation/frigid 

temperatures – worst thing was the darkness. 
§ Near South Pole, sun goes down mid-May and doesn’t come back up until late July. 
§ No daytime – no sunlight – for more than 2 months. 

o Polar explorers say no desolation can compete with this polar night. 
§ It drives some men mad. 
§ In such deep darkness you feel disorientated, isolated, vulnerable. 

 
APPLY: Surely those who experienced darkness of cross must have felt same way. 
• Middle of day and sun suddenly fails. 

Hushed confusion as all eyes rise to skies. 
Bustle of market jolts to a literal standstill. 

Children at play run wide-eyed for their parents. 
Men put down their tools as women light candles all over Jerusalem. 

No sun, no moon, no stars, no streetlights – darkness you can feel/touch. 
Some sit in silence, some cry out, some call upon their gods. 

And all the while, Jesus hangs there. 
• That’s the story of the darkness. 
 
Transition: But how do we make sense of this story? What does the darkness mean? 

Let’s turn lights back on and see if we can’t shed some light on the story by considering: 
 
2. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DARKNESS 
 
STATE: Why did darkness fall?3 
• Some propose a NATURAL cause: 

o Solar Eclipse: But Jesus crucified during Passover à Took place at full moon when 
solar eclipses can’t occur. 

o Windstorm: Type that can kick up enough dust to obscure sun for days à But Passover 
falls in wet season, when such storms can’t gather enough dust. 

• Bible suggests this darkness isn’t natural but SUPERNATURAL à The God who said Let 
there be light can summon the darkness as well. 

• But WHY would he do so? 
o Hendriksen: “Darkness in Scripture is very often a symbol of judgment.”4 
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o OT: Isa 13:9-11: Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce 
anger, to make the land a desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. 10 For the stars of 
the heavens and their constellations will not give their light; the sun will be dark at 
its rising, and the moon will not shed its light. 11 I will punish the world for its evil, 
and the wicked for their iniquity. 

o NT: Mt 8:12: Jesus describes judgment of hell as place of outer darkness where there’s 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

• When darkness falls, we know that God is acting in judgment… 
o So here on Christ. 
o Hendriksen continues: “The darkness meant judgment, the judgment of God upon our 

sins… Hell came to Calvary that day, and the Savior descended into it and bore its 
horrors in our stead.”5 

 
ILLUSTRATE: Perhaps best ill. of what’s happening here comes from book of Exodus. 
• God’s people enslaved in Egypt. 

o God commands Egyptians to let his people go; but they refuse. 
o In response God judges Egyptians à Inflicting them with series of plagues. 

• Do you remember the last 2? 
o Penultimate Plague = DARKNESS. 

§ Ex 10:21-22: Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, 
that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” 22 So 
Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the 
land of Egypt three days. 

§ When Egyptians still won’t repent, God sends one final plague… 
o Final Plague = DEATH. 

§ Ex 12:29: At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive 
who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 

§ After darkness, comes death… 
• How was it that the Israelites escaped judgment? [PASSOVER] 

o God told each family to sacrifice a lamb/put blood of lamb on doorposts of houses. 
o Story continues: Ex 12:13: The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you 

are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to 
destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 
§ After darkness comes death. 
§ But God will Passover those covered by the blood of the lamb. 

• In our passage these three things come together: 
o The Passover is being celebrated in Jerusalem… 
o Now Jesus goes to the cross: 

§ Where darkness à God’s judgment on sin… 
§ Is followed by death à The death of Jesus, God’s own son… 
§ Now God’s judgment passes over all who are covered by the blood of The Lamb… 

 
Transition: See significance of all this? Let me speak less poetically/make 2 things clear. 
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APPLY: 
1. The darkness means that we’re FORGIVEN. 
 
2. The darkness means that we’re FREE. 
• Free to do what? 

o Free to walk in the light. 
o Paul put it this way: Walk as children of light (Eph 5:8). 

• Too many of us live too much of our lives in darkness. 
o Feel need to keep parts of ourselves hidden. 
o Especially in church where sometimes feel extra pressure to pretend. 

• But God says: I’ve dealt with your ultimate problems; you can come out of hiding now.  
o Don’t have to pretend to be something you’re not à You can live in the light. 
o Give up on trying to present this perfect image of ourselves: 

§ We think people want that à But they don’t. 
§ Actually dislike people who seem perfect à Drawn to people who are vulnerable. 
Why would we spend our lives pretending to be someone we don’t even like?!?! 

o Instead, we can walk in the light… 
• Every day, people in our church are doing this à Finding that it helps. 

o Bringing brokenness into light: 
§ Unhappy marriage, reckless consumer debt, major doubts about faith… 
§ Sharing these things with others and finding help. 

o Bringing coping mechanisms into light: 
§ Food, alcohol, porn, work… 
§ Sharing these things with others and finding help. 

o Bringing mental health struggles into light: 
§ Depression, anxiety, and the like… 
§ Sharing these things with others and finding help. 

o Bringing normal day-to-day stuff into light too: 
§ Loneliness of raising kids, concerns about aging parents, stresses of work… 
§ Sharing these things with others and finding help. 

This kind of vulnerability leads to connection à And that helps! 
 
THE CLOSE 
• Is there something you need to bring into the light? 

o Some shame, some insecurity, some struggle? 
o You’re free to bring it into light. 

• Tonight, when go to bed/turn out the light à Take a moment to reflect in the dark… 
o Thank God that you’re forgiven; thank God that you’re free. 
o If there’s something need to bring into light, decide who you’ll speak to on Monday. 

§ Give yourself a chance à Give others the chance to love you. 
§ You might just find that it helps to live vulnerably. 

 
CONCLUSION 
• In kingdom, we’re all like little children à But kids, we don’t need to be afraid of the dark. 

o Jesus has experienced the true darkness. 
o So next time you’re in the dark, remember that you’re safe in his love.  
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RESOURCES AND ENDNOTES 
 
 
 
Resources 
This list contains some of the resources that were used to prepare this sermon series. Check them 
out if you want to dig a little deeper. 
 

• John Mark Comer, Gospel of Mark. 
• William Hendriksen, Exposition of the Gospel According to Mark. 
• Tim Keller, The Decline and Renewal of the American Church. 
• Tim Keller, Jesus the King: Understanding the Life and Death of the Son of God. 
• Logos Bible Software. 
• William Lane, The Gospel of Mark. 
• Donald MacLeod, Christ Crucified: Understanding the Atonement. 
• Herman Ridderbos, The Coming of the Kingdom. 
• Mark L. Strauss, Mark. 
• Ben Witherington III, The Gospel of Mark: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary. 
• N. T. Wright, How God Became King. 

 
 
Endnotes 

	
1 I owe many of the textual insights in this point to William Hendriksen, Mark, 659-660; Tim 
Keller, Jesus the King, 219-225; and Donald MacLeod, Christ Crucified, 41-43. 
2 I owe this illustration to Keller, 221-222. See also Alfred Lansing’s remarkable book, 
Endurance: Shackleton’s Incredible Voyage. 
3 On the cause of the darkness, see Hendriksen, 660; Keller, 219; and MacLeod, 41. 
4 Hendriksen, 660. 
5 Hendriksen, 660. 


