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MARK 15:38 
(OT: Ex 26:31-35) 

 
 

PRELIMINARY REMARKS 
• In this section of Bible, God gives instructions to Moses for how Tabernacle is to be built. 

o Tabernacle Israel’s first place of worship à Think of it like first church building. 
o Constructed about 1,500 years before Christ was born.1 

• About 500 years after built, replaced when Solomon built great/grand temple.2 
o That temple stood for about 500 years. 
o Until destroyed when Israelites carried into exile by Babylonians.3 

• But when they returned from exile, built another temple under leadership of Zerubbabel.4 
o Second temple paltry by comparison… 
o Those who remembered first temple wept when they saw it. 

• Over time, unimpressive temple fell into disrepair, until rebuilt by Herod around time of X.5 
 
Transition: All these places of worship had same layout/design. 
• In this section of Exodus, God comes to Moses and tells him about one very important item 

that was to be in all these places of worship. 
• Read Ex 26:31-35. 
• To ready hearts to hear from God/figure out why we read that passage à Pray. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
• Imagine you lived 2,000 years ago. 
• Get up, get dressed, have breakfast, then go to church with Jesus. 
• When get there – to the temple – you find that it is NOT a warm/welcoming place. 

And there were theological reasons for it… 
 
CONTEXT6 
[The Temple Courts] 
• This is a pic of what temple grounds looked like. 
• Surrounded by a big wall, and on wall hung this “WELCOME” sign à here’s the translation: 

o No stranger is to enter within the partition wall and enclosure around the sanctuary. 
Whoever is caught will be responsible to himself for his death, which will ensue. 

§ Imagine we hung that sign out on Kingston Pike?!?! 
§ Connections Team à Get on it. 

o Chilling reminder to everyone not a Jew: Do not move beyond outer court. 
• Behind wall – 8 ft higher than outer court – lay temple grounds. 

o First section called Court of the Women. 
o Ladies: As strange as it is to our ears, this as far as you could come. 

• Next, men could step up – another 10 ft – into Court of Israel. As far as majority ever go.  
• WHY? Bc next section – another 3 ft up – was Court of the Priests. 

o Innermost court, reserved for religious professionals. 
o No other achievement/credential would ever grant you access. 

• But even then, still not in church building à Rise – another 8 ft – to get level temple was on. 
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Summary: 
• Very layout/architecture was limiting. 
• Standing at entrance you knew, no matter your ethnicity/gender/religious standing: 

I can only make my way so far up to God. 
 
[The Temple Curtain] 
• Notion only confirmed when reach temple building itself à Towering up some 15 stories, 

intimidating structure with 2 further sections: 
o Holy Place: Only select priests could enter to perform religious duties, and only 

when chosen by lot (might happen once in a lifetime, if that). 
o Holy of Holies: Where only one man ever allowed to enter, HP himself (remember 

that à more on HP in a moment). 
• Separating these 2 sections – Holy Place/Holy of Holies – was remarkable curtain. 

o Ex 26:31, 33: You shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine 
twined linen. It shall be made with cherubim skillfully worked into it… And the veil 
shall separate for you the Holy Place from the Most Holy. 

o Curtain in Jesus’s day was replica of one described here in Exodus. 
o Historical records show that it was even bigger than the original: 

§ 60 ft tall (>2x height of sanctuary), 30 ft wide, 4 inch. thick. 
§ Enormous, beautiful, imposing curtain. 

• ITS PURPOSE? 
To serve as physical boundary – firm/final separation – bt Holy Place/Holy of Holies. 

• WHY was this boundary needed? 
o Bc behind that curtain, the Holy of Holies symbolized the presence of God. 

§ Of course, God is present everywhere. 
§ But this room symbolized his presence among his people: Where God’s glory 

was manifest à Where God could be seen. 
o But obscuring view, ensuring no one could see in, hung the curtain. 

• WHY? It was a symbol of separation: 
o One author puts it this way: “What did fifteen-hundred years of a curtain-draped 

Holy of Holies communicate? Simple: God is holy… separate from us and 
unapproachable. Even Moses was told, ‘You cannot see my face because no one can 
see me and live.’ God is holy and we are sinners, and there is a distance between us.”7 

o Prophet ISAIAH said same thing: 59:1-3: Behold, the LORD’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; but your iniquities 
have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his 
face from you so that he does not hear. 

	
Summary:  
• Lay out/architecture of temple in general AND presence of curtain in particular all designed 

to communicate one thing… 
No matter who you are: You can only make your way so far up to God. 

• None of us are fit for his presence à our sin separates us from him. 
 
ILLUSTRATE: If all that sounds strange, just think of it in relational terms. 
• Fall out with a friend/spouse/loved one. 
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o Not minor disagreement… 
o One of those arguments that makes blood boil. 

• In that moment, something breaks… 
o Still love each other, but something’s changed: separation has occurred à there’s a 

distance/gulf/void. 
o You can’t pretend everything’s okay à Can’t wish distance away. 

• [Story of Turkish Delight and being unable to look at my mother.] 
 
APPLY: So it is with God… 
• Our sin separates us from him. 

o There’s a distance/gulf/void à No longer look him in eye. 
o Unfit for his presence. 

• Temple/Curtain testified to this reality. 
 
Transition: What hope do we have if God is holy/we are sinful à Great divide bt us? 
• Back to the HP à Remember him? 
• Once a year, he was allowed in: Heb 9:6-7: [T]he priests go regularly into the first section, 

performing their ritual duties, but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a 
year, and not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the unintentional 
sins of the people. 

o Curtain reminds us we can’t go into presence of God. 
o Only hope is that HP will go in and offer sacrifices on our behalf. 

 
CONTENT 
• Important background to help us feel power/beauty/shock of what happened when Jesus died. 

o Mk 15:37-38: Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 

o One second curtain is whole; next it rips from top to bottom. 
§ For 1,500 years curtain has hung, symbolizing/maintaining 

distance/separation bt holy God/sinful people. 
§ Now Christ dies, and it tears: all 60 ft, rent in two. 

• What is going on here?! 
o Heb 9:11-12: When Christ appeared as a HP of the good things that have come, then 

through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 

o When Jesus dies, the curtain tears: 
§ We are no longer separated from God. 
§ We have full access to his presence. 

o D.A. Carson: “The tearing of the curtain cries out in happy witness to the success of 
Christ’s cross work… With the tearing of the temple curtain the way into the presence 
of God is open to everyone.”8 

 
Transition: Through all this strange talk of Tabernacles/Temples/Curtains, at least to practical 
applications emerge… 
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CONSEQUENCE 
1. Receive His Welcome 
• MacLeod: “Each of us is entitled to approach the throne with confidence and when we 

approach it, the Son of God sits there before us, our friend at court, casting the lustre of his 
obedience and sacrifice over all who come in his name.”9 

• Lucado: “When Jesus’ flesh was torn on the cross, the curtain was torn in two. With no 
hesitation, we are welcome into God’s presence – any day, any time.”10 

• This very moment God invites you into his presence à Invites you to himself. 
o Ethnicity d/n matter à Gender d/n matter à Religious background d/n matter. 
o All welcomed into his presence. 

§ The barrier that separated you from him? 
§ Torn in two à From top to bottom. 

• This is his heart for you à That you would come and enjoy unfettered access to him. 
o Wonder how many of us make most of that? 
o Feels like we often settle for the outer courts à Worship him but don’t get too close. 
o But, as Jim Branch reminded us on Ash Wednesday, Jesus says, “Come…” 

• What would it look like for you to do that this week? 
o Maybe come for the very first time as a new Xn? 
o Maybe turn to him in desperation bc you’re struggling? 
o Maybe you need to create a little space to spend time with him each morning? 

Wherever, whenever, whatever à You are always invited to come. 
The curtain is down à Receive his welcome. 

 
2. Extend His Welcome 
• Temple NOT a warm/welcoming place à Theological reasons for it… 
• But church is to be warm/welcoming place à Theological reasons for this too! 

o Rom 15:7: Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
o Grace works this way: You receive it and then you extend it to others. 

• In light of welcome received, we want our church to be most welcoming place in Knoxville.  
 
The 10 Commandments of Welcoming People to Our Church 
1. Thou shalt remember how God has welcomed you. 
2. Thou shalt not think that pew belongs to you. 
3. Thou shalt introduce yourself to someone every week. 
4. Thou shalt not worry about whether the “newcomer” has been here for years. 
5. Thou shalt remember this might be hard for them à Don’t make assumptions/Ask questions. 
6. Thou shalt introduce guests to others. 
7. Thou shalt make recommendations for how to get connected à Tell/Invite. 
8. Thou shalt escort guests wherever they need to go à Nursery/SS. 
9. Thou shalt pray for them. 
10. Thou shalt remember one of these and commands and do it! 
 
CONCLUSION 
• Mk 15:37-38: Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple 

was torn in two, from top to bottom. 
• We have full Access to God à Receive his welcome AND Extend his welcome.  
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RESOURCES AND ENDNOTES 
 
 
 
Resources 
This list contains some of the resources that were used to prepare this sermon series. Check them 
out if you want to dig a little deeper. 
 

• John Mark Comer, Gospel of Mark. 
• William Hendriksen, Exposition of the Gospel According to Mark. 
• Tim Keller, The Decline and Renewal of the American Church. 
• Tim Keller, Jesus the King: Understanding the Life and Death of the Son of God. 
• Logos Bible Software. 
• William Lane, The Gospel of Mark. 
• Donald MacLeod, Christ Crucified: Understanding the Atonement. 
• Herman Ridderbos, The Coming of the Kingdom. 
• Mark L. Strauss, Mark. 
• Ben Witherington III, The Gospel of Mark: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary. 
• N. T. Wright, How God Became King. 

 
 
Endnotes 

	
1 “Exodus covers the period from the arrival of Jacob in Egypt (about 1875 B.C) to the erection 
of the tabernacle 431 years later in the wilderness (about 1445 B.C).” Kenneth Boa, Talk Thru 
the Old Testament, 13. “Two biblical texts are relevant to the date of the Exodus. The first and 
most direct statement is 1 Kings 6:1...This passage places the Exodus 480 years before 
Solomon’s fourth regnal year, for which scholars are able to give an absolute date of 967 B.C. 
The date of the Exodus is then 1447 B.C. or thereabouts, allowing for the possibility of a 
rounded-off number.” Raymond B. Dillard & Tremper Longman III, An Introduction to the Old 
Testament, 59.   
2 “First Kings covers the 118 years from the beginning of Solomon’s reign in 971 B.C. to the 
beginning of Ahaziah’s reign in 853 B.C. The key date is 931 B.C., the year in which the 
kingdom was divided.” Boa, Talk Thru, 66. 
3 Babylonian destruction and captivity began in 587 B.C. 
4 “King Cyrus of Persia overthrew Babylonia in 539 B.C. and issued a decree in 538 B.C. that 
allowed the exiled Jews to return to their homeland. Isaiah prophesied about two centuries before 
that the temple would be rebuilt, and actually named Cyrus as the one who would bring it about 
(Isa 44:28-45:4). Zerubbabel, a ‘prince’ of Judah (he was a direct descendant of King David), led 
the faithful remnant back to Jerusalem...Zerubbabel’s priorities were in the right place: he first 
restored the altar and the religious feasts before beginning work on the temple itself. The 
foundation of the temple was laid in 536 B.C., but opposition arose and the work ceased from 
534-520 B.C...it was finished in 515 B.C.” Boa, Talk Thru, 88-89. 
5 “The temple erected by the exiles on their return from Babylon had stood for about five 
hundred years, when Herod the Great became king of Judea. The building had suffered 
considerably from natural decay as well as from the assaults of hostile armies, and Herod, 
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desirous of gaining the favour of the Jews, proposed to rebuild it. This offer was accepted, and 
the work was begun (b.c. 18), and carried out at great labour and expense, and on a scale of 
surpassing splendour. The main part of the building was completed in ten years, but the erection 
of the outer courts and the embellishment of the whole were carried on during the entire period 
of our Lord’s life on earth (John 2:16, 19–21), and the temple was completed only A.D. 65. But 
it was not long permitted to exist. Within forty years after our Lord’s crucifixion, his prediction 
of its overthrow was accomplished (Luke 19:41–44). The Roman legions took the city of 
Jerusalem by storm, and notwithstanding the strenuous efforts Titus made to preserve the temple, 
his soldiers set fire to it in several places, and it was utterly destroyed (A.D. 70), and was never 
rebuilt.” M. G. Easton in Illustrated Bible Dictionary and Treasury of Biblical History, 
Biography, Geography, Doctrine, and Literature, 660. 
6	This sermon was prepared using notes from previous study. Unfortunately, those notes do not 
contain sources, so I don’t know who to cite for many of the details that follow. Assume that all 
that is helpful came from someone else, and that any mistakes are mine.	
7 See Max Lucado’s, The Temple Curtain Torn, accessed here 3/2/23. 
8 See D. A. Carson, Scandalous: The Cross and Resurrection of Jesus, 34-35. 
9 Donald MacLeod, Christ Crucified, 56. 
10 Lucado, accessed here. 


